HYBRID SPEECH CODING AND SYSTEM 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Appl. Nos. 10/668,396, 
10/668,398, 10/668,844, and 10/668,846, all filed 09/22/2000. The following 
cofiled patent applications disclose related subject matter: Appl. Nos. 10/.... 
These applications have a common assignee with the present application. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to electronic communications, and more 
particularly to digital speech coding methods and circuitry. 

The performance of digital speech systems using low bit rates has 
become increasingly important with current and foreseeable digital 
communications. One digital speech method, linear prediction (LP), models the 
vocal track as a filter with an excitation to mimic human speech. In this approach 
only the parameters of the filter and the excitation of the filter are transmitted 
across the communication channel (or stored), and a synthesizer regenerates the 
speech with the same perceptual characteristics as the input speech. Periodic 
updating of the parameters requires fewer bits than direct representation of the 
speech signal, so a reasonable LP vocoder can operate at bits rates as low as 2- 
3 Kb/s (kilobits per second), whereas the public telephone system uses 64 Kb/s 
(8-bit PCM codewords at 8,000 samples per second). 

A speech signal can be roughly divided into voiced and unvoiced regions. 
The voiced speech is periodic with a varying level of periodicity, but the unvoiced 
speech does not display any apparent periodicity and has a noisy character. 
Transitions between voiced and unvoiced regions as well as temporary sound 
outbursts (e.g., plosives like "p" or "t") are neither periodic nor clearly noise-like. 
In low-bit rate speech coding, applying different techniques to various speech 
regions can result in increased efficiency and perceptually more accurate signal 
representation. In coders which use linear prediction, the linear LP-synthesis 
filter is used to generate output speech. The excitation for the LP-synthesis filter 
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models the LP-analysis residual to maintain speech characteristics: it is periodic 
for voiced speech, noise-like for unvoiced segments, and neither for transitions or 
plosives. 

In a Code Excited Linear Prediction (CELP) coder, the LP excitation is 
generated as a sum of a pitch synthesis-filter output (sometimes implemented as 
an entry in an adaptive codebook) and a innovation sequence. The pitch-filter 
(adaptive codebook) models the periodicity of voiced speech. Sparse codebooks 
can efficiently encode pulses in tracks for excitation synthesis; see Peng et al, 
USP 6,236,960. The unvoiced segments are generated from a fixed codebook 
which contains stochastic vectors. The codebook entries are selected based on 
the error between input (target) signal and synthesized speech making CELP a 
waveform coder. T.Moriya and M.Honda, Speech Coder Using Phase 
Equalization and Vector Quantization, Proc. IEEE ICASSP 1701 (1986) and USP 
4,850,022, describe a phase equalization filtering to take advantage of 
perceptual redundancy in slowly varying phase characteristics and thereby 
reduce the number of bits required for coding. 

In Mixed Excitation Linear Prediction (MELP) coder, the LP excitation is 
encoded as a superposition of periodic and non-periodic components. The 
periodic part is generated from waveforms, each representing a pitch period, 
encoded in the frequency domain. The non-periodic part consists of noise 
generated based on signal correlations in individual frequency bands. The 
MELP-generated voiced excitation contains both (periodic and non-periodic) 
components while the unvoiced excitation is limited to the non-periodic 
component. The coder parameters are encoded based on an error between 
parameters extracted from input speech and parameters used to synthesize 
output speech making MELP a parametric coder. The MELP coder, like other 
parametric coders, is very good at reconstructing the strong periodicity of steady 
voiced regions. It is able to arrive at a good representation of a strongly periodic 
signal quickly and adjusts well to small variations present in the signal. It is, 
however, less effective at modeling non-periodic speech segments like 
transitions, plosive sounds, and unvoiced regions. The CELP coder, on the other 
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hand, by matching the target waveform directly, seems to do better than MELP at 
representing irregular features of speech. CELP is capable of maintaining strong 
signal periodicity but, at low bit-rates it takes longer to "build up" a good 
representation of periodic speech. A CELP coder is also less effective at 
matching small variations of strongly periodic signals. 

Combining a parametric coder with a waveform coder generates problems 
of making the two work together. In known methods, the initial phase (time : shift) 
of the parametric coder is estimated based on past samples of the synthesized 
signal. When the waveform coder is to be used, its target-vector is shifted based 
on the drift between synthesized and input speech. The solution works well for 
some types of input but it is not robust: it may easily break when the system 
attempts to switch frequently between coders, particularly in voiced regions. 

Gersho et al, USP 6,233,550, provide a hybrid coder with three speech 
classifications and coding models: steady-state voiced (harmonic), stationary 
unvoiced (noise-like), and "transitory" or "transition" speech. 

However, the speech output from such hybrid coders at about 4 kb/s is not 
yet an acceptable substitute for toll-quality speech in many applications 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides hybrid linear predictive (LP) speech coding 
methods and systems with a zero phase equalization filter adaptation to 
frequency band voicing levels. 

This has advantages including higher performance in a hybrid speech 

coder. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figures 1a-1e are flow diagrams of preferred embodiments. 

Figures 2a-2b show functional blocks of preferred embodiment system 
encoder and decoder. 

Figure 3 shows an overall system. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

1 . Overview 

Preferred embodiment LP speech coding methods provide one or more of 
LSF coding with interpolation factors, simple optimal algebraic codebook access, 
enhanced alignment phase coding for transition frames, and bandpass 
adjustment of zero-phase equalization filter coefficients. Figures 1a-1e are flow 
diagrams for these methods. These methods could be used individually or in 
groups in speech coders, and more particularly, as aspects of hybrid digital 
speech coding systems with functional block encoders and decoders as 
illustrated in Figures 2a-2b, respectively. Figure 3 illustrates an overall system. 

2. Preferred embodiment hybrid encoder and decoder 

The preferred embodiment hybrid encoder of Figure 2a has the following 
functional blocks and operation (following sections contain details of the 
preferred embodiment methods which appear in the functional blocks in various 
combinations). Input digital speech (sampling rate of 8 kHz) is partitioned into 
160-sample frames. The Linear Prediction Analysis block performs standard 
linear prediction (LP) analysis using a Hamming window of 200 samples 
centered at the end of a 160-sample frame (thus extending into the next frame). 
The LP parameters are calculated and transformed into line spectral frequency 
(LSF) parameters. 

Pitch and Voicing Analysis block estimates the pitch (pitch period, pitch 
lag) for a frame from cross-correlations of a lowpass-filtered version of the frame 
of speech. Interpolations may be used to refine an integer pitch period estimate 
to fractional sample intervals; pitch typically falls into the range 18 to 132 
samples (corresponding to pitch frequencies from 444 down to 61 Hz). Also, the 
frame is filtered into frequency bands (typically two to five bands, such as 0-500 
Hz, 500-1000 Hz, 1000-2000 Hz, 2000-3000 Hz, and 3000-4000 Hz) and the 
strength of cross-correlations of speech offset by the pitch period within a band 
determines the bandpass voicing level for the band and thus whether the LP 
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excitation should be periodic (voiced) or white noise (unvoiced) in a particular 
band; that is, a mixed excitation (MELP). 

Pitch Waveform Analysis block extracts individual pitch-pulse waveforms 
(i.e., one pitch period length intervals) from the LP residual every 20 samples 
(subframes) which are transformed into the frequency domain with a discrete 
Fourier transform. The waveforms are normalized, aligned, and averaged 
(smoothed) in the frequency domain. Zero-phase equalization filter coefficients 
are derived from the averaged Fourier coefficients. The Fourier magnitudes are 
taken from the smoothed Fourier coefficients corresponding to the end of the 
frame. The gain of the waveforms is smoothed with a median filter and down- 
sampled to two values per frame. The alignment phase is estimated once per 
frame (optionally twice for certain transitional frames) based on the linear phase 
used to align the extracted LP-residual waveforms. This alignment phase is used 
in the MELP decoder to preserve time synchrony between the synthesized and 
input speech. This time synchronization reduces switching artifacts between 
MELP and CELP coders. 

Mode Decision block classifies each frame of input speech into one of 
three classes (modes): unvoiced (UV), weakly-voiced (WV), and strongly-voiced 
(SV). The frame classification is based on the overall voicing strength 
determined in the Pitch and Voicing Analysis block. Classify a frame with very 
weak voicing or when no pitch estimate is made as unvoiced, a frame in which a 
pitch estimate is not reliable or changes rapidly or in which voicing is not strong 
as weakly- voiced, and a frame for which voicing is strong and the pitch estimate 
is steady and reliable as strongly-voiced. For strongly-voiced frames, MELP 
quantization is performed in the Quantization block. For weakly-voiced frames, 
the CELP coder with pitch predictor and sparse (algebraic) codebook is 
employed. For unvoiced frames, the CELP coder with stochastic codebook (and 
no pitch predictor) is used. This classification focuses on using the periodicity of 
weakly-voiced frames which are not effectively parametrically coded to enhance 
the waveform coding by using a pitch predictor so the pitch-filter output looks 
more stochastic and may use a more effective codebook. 
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When MELP encoding is used, pitch-pulse waveforms are encoded as 
Fourier magnitudes plus alignment phase (although the alignment phase could 
be omitted), and the MELP parameters are quantized in Quantization block. 

In the CELP mode, the target waveform is matched in the (weighted) time 
domain so that, effectively, both amplitude and phase are encoded. To limit 
switching artifacts between amplitude-plus-alignment-only MELP and amplitude- 
and-phase CELP coding, the Zero-Phase Equalization block modifies the CELP 
target vector to remove the signal phase component not encoded in MELP. The 
zero-phase equalization is implemented in the time domain as an FIR filter. The 
filter coefficients are derived from the smoothed pitch-pulse waveforms. 

Analysis-by-Synthesis block is used by the CELP coder for weakly-voiced 
frames to encode the pitch, pitch-predictor gain, fixed-codebook contribution, and 
codebook gain. The initial pitch estimate is obtained from the pitch-and-voicing 
analysis. The fixed codebook is a sparse (algebraic) codebook with four pulses 
per 10 ms (80-sample) subframe. The pitch-predictor gain and the fixed 
excitation gain are quantized jointly by the Quantization block. 

For unvoiced frames, the CELP coder encodes the LP-excitation using a 
stochastic codebook with 5 ms (40-sample) subframes. Pitch prediction is not 
used in this mode. For both weakly-voiced and unvoiced frames, the target 
waveform for the analysis-by-synthesis procedure is the zero-phase-equalization- 
filtered speech (modified speech) from the Zero-Phase Equalization block. For 
frames for which MELP encoding is chosen, the MELP LP-excitation decoder is 
run to properly maintain the pitch delay buffer and the analysis-by-synthesis filter 
memories. 

The preferred embodiment hybrid decoder of Figure 2b has the following 
functional blocks and operation. In the MELP Excitation Decoder block the 
Fourier magnitudes are mixed with spectra obtained from white noise. The 
relative signal references are determined by the bandpass voicing strengths. 
Use the mixed Fourier spectra, pitch, and alignment phase to synthesize a time- 
domain signal. The gain-scaled time-domain signal forms the MELP LP- 
excitation. 
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CELP Excitation Decoder block for weakly-voiced mode frames generates 
an excitation by the sum of scaled samples of the prior frame excitation plus the 
scaled pulse-codebook contribution from a sparse (algebraic) codebook. For 
unvoiced mode frames, it generates the excitation from scaled stochastic 
codebook entries. 

The excitation is passed through a Linear Prediction Synthesis filter. The 
LP synthesis filter coefficients are decoded from the transmitted MELP or CELP 
parameters, depending upon the mode. The coefficients are interpolated in the 
LSF domain with 2.5 ms (20-sample) subframes. 

Postfilter with coefficients derived from LP parameters provides a boost to 
enhance the synthesized speech. 

The bit allocations for the preferred embodiment coders for a 4 kb/s 
system (80 bits per 20 ms, 160-sample frame) could be: 

Parameter SV frame WV frame UV frame 



LSFs 29 19 19 

Frame gain 8 5 5 

Pitch ^ 8 6 4 

Bandpass voicing 6 

Fourier magnitudes 21 

Alignment phase 6 - - 

Fixed codebook - 40 45 

Subframe gains - 8 5 

MELP/CELP flag 1 1 1 

Parity bits 1 1 1 



In particular, the LP parameters are coded in the LSF domain with 29 bits 
in a MELP frame and 19 bits in a CELP frame. Switched predictive multi-stage 
vector quantization is used. The same two codebooks, one weakly predictive 
and one strongly predictive, are used by both coders with one bit encoding the 
selected codebook. Each codebook has five stages with the bit allocation of 7, 6, 
5, 5, 5. The MELP coder uses all five stages, while the CELP coder uses only 
the first three stages. 

In the MELP coder, the gain corresponding to a frame end is encoded with 
5 bits, and the mid-frame gain is coded with 3 bits. The coder uses 8 bits for 
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pitch and 6 bits for alignment phase. The Fourier magnitudes are quantized with 
switched predictive multistage vector quantization using 21 bits. Bandpass 
voicing is quantized with 3 bits twice per frame. 

In the CELP coder, one gain for a frame is encoded with 5 bits. The pitch 
lag is encoded with either 6 bits for weakly-voiced or 4 bits for unvoiced. In 
weakly-voiced mode, the CELP coder uses a sparse algebraic codebook with 
four pulses on tracks for each 80-sample (10 ms) subframe, and the eight pulses 
per 20 ms frame are encoded with 40 bits. Two pitch prediction gains and two 
normalized fixed-codebook gains are jointly quantized with 5 bits per frame. In 
unvoiced mode, the CELP coder uses a stochastic codebook with 5 ms (40- 
sample) subframes which means four per frame; 10-bit codebooks with one sign 
bit are used for the total of 45 bits per frame. The four stochastic-codebook 
gains normalized by the overall gain are vector-quantized with 5 bits. 

One bit is used to encode MELP/CELP selection. One overall parity bit 
protects common CELP/MELP bits. 

The strongly-voiced frames coded with a MELP coder have an LP 
excitation as a mixture of periodic and non-periodic MELP components with the 
first being the dominant. The periodic part is generated from waveforms 
encoded in the frequency domain, each representing a pitch period. The non- 
periodic part is a frequency-shaped random noise. The noise shaping is 
estimated (and encoded) based on signal correlation-strengths in five frequency 
bands. 

Figure 3 illustrates an overall system. The encoding (and decoding) may 
be implemented with specialized hardware or programmable devices such as a 
digital signal processor (DSP) (e.g., TMS320C30 or TMS320C6xxx 
manufactured by Texas Instruments) which can be programmed to perform the 
analysis or synthesis essentially in real time, or a combination of specialized 
hardware and software. 

The following sections provide more details. 
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3. LSF coding preferred embodiments 

Depending upon bit rate, the preferred embodiment hybrid methods 
encode the LP coefficients (LSF version) at both frame end and frame middle; 
the frame middle LSFs are encoded in the form of interpolation coefficients to 
interpolate the encoded (quantized) LSFs at frame end and frame beginning 
(prior frame end). In particular, for a 10 th order LP analysis let [qlsf1[1], qlsf1[2], 

qlsf1[10] ] denote the quantized and encoded (codebook) vector of LSF 
coefficients at the end of the current frame, and let [qlsf0[1], qlsf0[2], qlsf0[10] 
] denote the corresponding vector at the end of the prior frame, which is the 
beginning of the current frame. The preferred embodiment methods split the 
LSFs into subsets, and each subset separately has a linear interpolation 
coefficient selected (by error minimization) from a set of available interpolation 
coefficients. The encoding of the middle of the frame LSFs translates into 
encoding how the LSFs are split into subsets and the interpolation coefficient for 
each subset. The number of bits allocated to the frame middle LSFs encoding 
determines the subset split and bit allocation to each subset. For example, with 
5 bits allocated to encoding the 10-vector of middle of the frame LSFs denoted 
[lsf[1], lsf[2], Isf[10] ], the LSFs are split into three subsets: {lsf[1], lsf[2]}, 
{lsf[3], lsf]4], lsf[5]}, and {lsf[6], lsf[7], lsf[8], lsf[9], lsf[10]} and 2 bits are allocated 
to each of the first two subsets and 1 bit allocated to the third subset. Two bits 
implies 4 available interpolation coefficients, and the preferred embodiment take 
these to be {0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8}. Similarly, 1 bit implies 2 available interpolation 
coefficients which the preferred embodiments take as {0.3, 0.7}. For each subset 
an error minimization selects the interpolation coefficient to be used (and 
encoded). For example, with the first subset {lsf[1], lsf[2]} and 2 bits which 
translates to 4 coefficients {coeff4[0] = 0.2, coeff4[1] = 0.4, coeff4[2] = 0.6, 
coeff4[3] = 0.8}, the minimization is: 

minError = MaxValue; // initialize with a large number 

for ( j = 0, j < 4, j++) // loop over 4 available coefficients for first subset 

{ error = 0; 

for ( k = 1 , k < 3, k++) // loop over the 2 Isfs within the first subset 
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{ interpolateO] = (1.0- coeff4D]) * qlsfO[k] + coeff40] * qlsfl [k]; 
error += (interpolateO] - lsf[k]) * (interpolateO] - lsf[k]); 

} 

if (error < minError) 
{ minError = error; 
select = j; 

} 

} 

Alternative preferred embodiments use different error measurements, such as 
|interpolateO] - lsf[k]| and/or weight the terms according to Isf coefficient order 
such as: 

error += (interpolateO] - lsf[k]) * (interpolateO] - lsf[k]) * weights[k]; 
where weights[k] could also depend upon the subset structure. 

The following are preferred embodiment partitions into subsets and 
corresponding bit allocations for certain useful total bits: 



total bits 


subsets 


allocated bits 


1 


{lsf[1] Isf[10]} 


1 bit 


4 


{lsf[1], lsf[2]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[3], ... Isf[5]} 


1 bit 




{lsf[6], ... Isf[10]} 


1 bit 


5 


{lsf[1], lsf[2]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[3], .., Isf[5]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[6], .., Isf[10]} 


1 bit 


6 


{lsf[1], lsf[2]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[3], ... Isf[5]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[6], .., Isf[10]} 


2 bits 


7 


{lsf[1], lsf[2]} 


3 bits 




{lsf[3], ... Isf[5]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[6],-.lsf[10]} 


2 bits 


15 


{lsf[1]} 


3 bits 




{lsf[2]} 


3 bits 




{Isfl3],lsfl4]} 


3 bits 




{Isfl5],lsfl6]} 


2 bits 




{lsf[7],lsf[8]} 


2 bits 
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{Isf[9],lsf[10]} 



2 bits 



22 



{lsf[1]} 
{lsf[2]} 

{lsf[3]} 
{Isfl4]} 



{lsf[5],lsf[6]} 
{lsf[7],lsf[8]} 
{lsf[9],lsf[10]} 
{lsfI11],lsf[12]} 



3 bits 
3 bits 
3 bits 
3 bits 
3 bits 
3 bits 
2 bits 
2 bits 



Note that the 22 bits case presumed a 12 order LP analysis, whereas all the 
other cases presumed a 10 th order LP analysis. 

The following are preferred embodiment sets of available interpolation 
coefficients depending on bits allocated (the default case of 0 bits reflects linear 
interpolation to the middle of the frame and is listed for comparison): 

allocated bits interpolation coefficients 



3 {0.0625, 0.1875, 0.3125, 0.4375, 0.5625, 0.6875, 0.8125, 0.9375} 
Of course, alternative interpolation coefficient sets are possible, for example, 

{0.25,0.75} for 1 bit and {0.1 1 1 , 0.222 0.888} for 3 bits. 

The weights applied to compute the error allow for emphasis of 
interpolation accuracy for particular lsf[k]s. For example, with the subset {lsf[1], 
lsf[2]}, the set of weights, weight[1] = 1 .2, weight[2] = 1 , would emphasize lsf[1]. 
Figure 1a is a flow diagram for the encoding. 

4. Algebraic codebook preferred embodiments 

The excitation for the weakly-voiced frame CELP decoding is generated 
as a sum of a pitch synthesis-filter output (sometimes implemented as an entry in 
an adaptive codebook) plus a fixed innovation sequence from a fixed codebook; 
that is, u(n) = g p v(n) + g c c(n) for n = 0, 1 , 79 in a subframe with g p and g c 
gains, v(n) a pitch-shifted version of the prior excitation (adaptive codebook), and 
{c(n)} a sparse sequence of pulses from a fixed (algebraic) codebook. The 



0 
1 

2 



{0.5} 
{0.3, 0.7} 
{0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8} 
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codebook entries are selected based on the perceptually weighted error between 
input (modified) speech and output synthesized speech. 

The innovation sequence, {c(n)}, can be efficiently represented with an 
algebraic codebook. Algebraic codebook entries contain a fixed number of non- 
zero pulses that are often limited to specified locations. A frame (block) of 
speech is subdivided into subframes which are further subdivided into tracks that 
specify allowable pulse positions. Such design facilitates efficient search for best 
pulse positions and subsequent encoding of the pulses. 

Defining an algebraic codebook essentially consists of listing each 
possible combination of pulse positions and ± signs as a codebook entry and 
then assigning an index to each entry. An efficient codebook will use a minimal 
number of bits to encode the indices together with efficient methods of computing 
the index of a codebook entry (encoding) and determining the entry for an input 
index (decoding). A simple lookup table consumes too much memory; for 
example, 5 pulses distributed on 10 locations leads to over 38,000 combinations. 

The preferred embodiment algebraic codebook methods roughly order the 
signed-pulse distributions (patterns) and assign an index to a distribution as 
equal to the number of other distributions which are larger; this allows efficient 
computations. In more detail, first consider the number of pulse location patterns 
and ± signs with the constraint that pulses do not overlap (at most one pulse in a 
position). Let C(n,m) denote the binomial coefficient n!/m!(n-m)!. 
I* the equation editor locks up on my machine after just a few equation copies, so 
this simplified notation is being used*/ 

Then the number of distributions of P indistinguishable pulses (all same sign) 
without pulse overlap and within an ^/-position track is C(N,P), and so the number 
of such distributions with each pulse allowed to be either +1 or -1 is C(N f P)2 p . 
Next, count the number of pulse distributions with pulse overlap permitted as a 
sum over the number of track positions occupied by the pulses. In particular, the 
number of distributions of i occupied positions among the N positions is C(N,i)\ 
the number of distributions of P pulses allocated among the / positions with each 
position receiving at least one pulse is C(P-lJ-l) (i.e., C(P-i+i-l,i-l))\ and the 



TI-354 15-8/35992 Page 12 



number of ± sign patterns under the constraint of all pulses at a position having 
the same sign is 2\ Thus the total number of distributions of signed pulses, 
denoted L(N,P), is 

L(N,P) = I i C(N,i)C(P-l,i-l)2 i with the sum over 1 <i <P 
Thus the example, L(10,5) = 38,004. Note that the degenerate case L(N,0) may 
be taken as equal to 1 because there is only one distribution of no pulses. 

Now define K(N,P) as the number distributions of P pulses without regard 
to the sign of the pulse(s), if any, in position N; thus 

K(N,P) = L(N-1,0) + L(N-1,1) + L(N-1,2) + ... + L(N-1,P) 
where the term L(N-1,Q) counts the number of distributions with P-Q pulses 
(without sign) at position N and Q signed-pulses in the remaining positions 1, 2, 
.... N-l. Of course, the L(N-1,0) term corresponds to the one distribution of P 
unsigned pulses at position N and no pulses elsewhere. 

Conversely, the L(N,P) can be recovered from the K(M,Q) as 
L(N,P) = 2K(1,P-1)+ 2K(2,P-1) + ...+ 2K(N,P-1) 
where the term 2K(i,P-l) counts the distributions with at least one pulse at 
position / when i is the highest-numbered occupied position (the 2 factor 
accounts for the ± sign of the pulse(s) at position f). 

The preferred embodiment encoding methods use the distribution counter 
K(M,Q) for encoding and decoding as follows. For a pulse distribution (codebook 
entry) of P pulses at positions {«,} where N >n t >n 2 >... >n P >l and with sign 
l-2<?j at nj where q is 0 or 1, compute the codebook index, l CB , as a sum of pulse 
indices, one for each pulse: 

Icb= 1 1 + - +Ip 
where the pulse indices are defined as: 

// = oi K(n,,P-l) + L 2K(i,P-l) for n,+l <i <N 

I 2 = o 2 K(n 2 ,P-2) + Zi 2K(i,P-2) + K(n,,P-2) for n 2 +l <i <n,-l 

Ip = <7 P K(n P , 0) + Zi 2K(i, 0) + K(n P .,, 0) for n P + 1 < i <n P ., -1 
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with the proviso that the pulse index for an overlapping pulse is ignored; that is, 
when nj*i = n h set = 0. See Figure 1b. 

The efficiency of the preferred embodiment methods of computing an 
index arises from the small number of values for K(M,Q) required. Indeed, the 
K(M,Q) values may be pre-computed and stored in a lookup table. For example, 
with the previously mentioned N = 10 and P = 5, which has 38,004 signed-pulse 
patterns, only 50 values of K(M,Q) are required for the index computations (M = 
1.2 10 and Q = 0,1, ..,4) and are set forth in the following table. 



Q\M 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


0 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


3 


5 


7 


9 


11 


13 


15 


17 


19 


2 


1 


5 


13 


25 


41 


61 


85 


113 


145 


181 


3 


1 


7 


25 


63 


129 


231 


377 


575 


833 


1159 


4 


1 


9 


41 


129 


321 


681 


1289 


2241 


3649 


5641 



For smaller N and P a sub-table suffices and for larger N and P the table is 
augmented with columns and rows, respectively; the K(M,Q) values do not 
depend upon the size of the table. Also, the table is symmetric in that K(M,Q) = 
K(Q+1,M-1). 

Geometrically, each pulse index /, is a sum of terms along row Q = P-j of 
the table from column n } to column n H with multipliers of a), 2, or 1 . The 
minimum index is 0 and occurs for all P pulses located at position N and with a + 
sign; whereas the maximum index is L(N,P)-1 and occurs for all P pulses located 
at position 0 and with a - sign. 

As an encoding example with N = 10 and P = 5, consider the pulse pattern 
(codebook entry) of pulses located at positions ni = 8, n 2 = «3 = 5, n 4 = 2, n 5 = 1 
and with signs corresponding to ov =a> = <t? = 1 and ov = 05 = 0. Then 

/, = a,K(8,4) + 2K(9,4) + 2K(10,4) = 2241 + 2(3649) + 2(5641) = 20821 

h = o 2 K(5,3)+2K(6,3)+2K(7,3)+K(8,3) = 129 + 2(231)^2(377) + 575 = 1920 

h = 0 (n 3 = n 2 ), 
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U = <j<K(2,1) + 2K(3,1) + 2K(4,1) + K(5,l) = 0 + 2(5)+ 2(7) + 9 = 33, 
Is = cj 5 K(1,0) +K(2,0) = 0 + 1 = 0. 
Thus the index I CB = 20821 + 1920 + 0 + 33 + 1 = 22775. 

Intuitively, the distributions of signed pulses may be ordered by defining 

the ordering {n jt aj) > {m jf r,} when n, > mi, or if m = mi when 07 < 77 , or if n t = m, 
and 07 = ti when n 2 > m 2 , or if .. . and so forth. Then the index I C b of {mj, 9} equals 
the number of distributions {>»><?/} for which {rij.oj} > {m jt tj}. 

Of course, the interchange of + and - signs by using 2a } -l yields an 
analogous method. Similarly, permuting the positions also gives analogous 
methods. 

The preferred embodiment method of decoding a codebook index to 
recover the signed pulse pattern (codebook entry) for P pulses distributed on N 
locations is similarly simple: just decompose I C b by successively extracting //, h, 
... using the monotonic nature of the entries of the K(M,Q) table. 

In particular, starting at 0, accumulate 2K(M, P-l) as M decreases from N 
until the index I C b is first equaled or exceeded, this picks out n,: if the 
accumulation equals I C b, then the decoding is complete and all pulses are at 
location n, equal to the next value of M and with a positive sign (all o) = 0); 
whereas, if 1 C b is exceeded, then n, =M. Next, determine 07 (and thus //) by 
whether I C b was exceeded by more than, exactly, or less than K(m, P-l): if the 
accumulation exceeded I C b by more than K(m, P-l), then 07 = 0 and more 
decoding is needed; if the index was exceeded by exactly K(ni, P-l), then the 
decoding is complete and all pulses are at n, with negative sign (07 = /); 
whereas, if the index was exceeded by less than K(n } , P-l), then 07 = / and 
further decoding is needed. 

Now when further decoding is needed, again begin accumulating but 
restart at First accumulate K(n,, P-2) and then 2K(M, P-2) as M decreases 
from m-1 until the index I C b is again first equaled or exceeded; this picks out n 2 : if 
accumulating K(n h P-2) alone equals or exceeds the index, then n 2 = n, and h = 
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0; otherwise n 2 =M. As previously, next determine a 2 (and consequently, I 2 ) by 
whether I C b was exceeded by at least, exactly, or less than K(n 2 , P-2): if the 
accumulation exceeded the index by more than K(n 2 , P-2), then o 2 = 0; if the 
index was exceeded exactly by K(n 2 , P-2), the decoding is complete and all 
remaining pulses are at n 2 with negative sign o 2 = /; whereas, if the index was 
exceeded by less than K(n,, P-l), o> = 1. 

Again, if the decoding is not complete, begin accumulating restarting from 
// + h. First accumulate K(n 2 , P-3) and then 2K(M, P-3) as M decreases from 
n 2 -l until the index I C b is again first equaled or exceeded. And so forth; see 
Figure 1c. 

The following pseudocode demonstrates encoding p signed pulses at 
positions given by the (possibly repetitive) last p components of (p+1)-vector 
"pos" (the first component is set equal to n) and with plus/minus signs given by 
the 0/1 s of the last p components of corresponding (p+1)-vector "sn" (the first 
component is set equal to 0) to yield index value "index". That is, pos(j+1 ) = «, 
and snO+1) = aj. The K(N,P) values are denoted k(n,p). 



index = 0; // initialization 
for j=1 :p // compute IjS 
if (posG+1) < pos(j)) 

if (j==1 ) // // does not have K(n 0 ,P-l) term 

index = index + 2*k(pos(j),p-j); 
else 

index = index + k(pos(j),p-j); 
end; 

for i=pos(j+1 )+1 :pos(j)-1 

index = index + 2*k(i,p-j); 
end; 
end; 

if (j==1 | pos(j+1)<posQ)) 
if(sn(j+1)==1) 

index = index + k(pos(j+1),p-j); 
end; 
end; 
end; 
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The following pseudocode demonstrates decoding, again using vectors 

"pos" and "sn", and again k(n,p) denotes the K(N,P): 

pos = sn = 0; // initialization 

pos(1 )=n; // first component equal to N 

sum=0; // initialization 

for j=1 :p // finding lj and incrementing accum start 
if (sum==index) 
posO+1)=posG); 
snG+1)=sn(j); 
else 

for i=posQ):-1:1 
tmp = k(i,j); 
sum = sum + 2*tmp; 
if (j<tmp & i==posO)) 
sum = sum - tmp; 
end; 

if (sum>index) 

sum = sum - tmp; 

pos(j+1)=i; 

if (j>tmp & i==pos(i)) 

sn0+1)=sn(j); 
else 

if (sum > index) 
1 sum = sum - tmp; 
sn(j+1)=0; 
else 

sn(j+1)=1; 
end; 
end; 
break; 
end; 
end; 
end; 
end; 

See Figures 1b-1c. 

An alternative to storing a table o\K(M,Q) values is to compute the needed 
values using simple recursions: 

First, recall L(M,Q)= £ i C(M,i)C(Q-l,i-l)2 i for l<i<Q 
SO K(N,P) = L(N-1,0) + L(N-1, 1) + L(N-1,2) + ... + L(N-1,P) 

= 1+Zj (L C(N-l,i)C(j -1,1-1)2' ) for 1 <i <j and / <j <P 
= 1 + L C(N-l,i) 2 l (Zj CQ-Li-1)) for i <j <P and 1 <i<P 
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Now for changing N, the values of Zj C(j-l,i-l) are constant; and for changing P, 
the values of C(N-l,i) 2' are constant. When calculating the K(N,P)s to use in the 
index computations, only the values corresponding to C(N-l,i) 2' are updated in 
each of the pulse indices, /,, computations, and changing from one pulse index to 
the next only updates Zj CQ-Li-l). These updatings can be done efficiently by 
taking advantage of the relationships between the binomials; namely, C(N+1,P) = 
C(N,P) (N+1)/(N+1-P) and C(N,P+1) = C(N,P)(N-P)/(P+1). In total, only N+P-ti P 
values o\K(M,Q) need to be computed by the encoder and the decoder 
(maximum N+P-l). There need be no more than N updates of the values 
corresponding to C(N-l,i) 2' and no more than P-l updates of the values 
corresponding to Zj CQ-Li-l). With each change from /, to the order of the 
summations is reduced by one further, which reduces the complexity. 

5. Alignment phase and zero-phase 

The preferred embodiment hybrid coders of Figures 2a-2b include 
estimating and encoding "alignment phase" which can be used in the parametric 
decoder (e.g. MELP) to preserve time-synchrony between the input speech and 
the synthesized speech. In fact, for a strongly-voiced (sub)frame which invokes 
MELP coding, a pitch-period length interval of the residual centered at the end of 
the (sub)frame should include a single sharp pulse, and the alignment phase, fa, 
is the added linear phase in the frequency domain which corresponds to time- 
shifting the pulse to the beginning of the pitch-period length interval. Indeed, the 
single pulse has both a position with respect to the interval and a shape; and the 
alignment phase essentially locates the pulse position while zero-phase 
equalization accounts for the pulse shape, as detailed in the following section. 

Parametric decoders use the alignment phase to avoid artifacts due to 
phase discontinuity at the interface with synthesized speech from the waveform 
decoder (e.g., CELP) which inherently preserves time-synchrony. In particular, 
for MELP the LP excitation is generated as a sum of noisy and periodic 
excitations. The periodic part of the LP excitation is synthesized based on the 
interpolated Fourier coefficients (waveform) computed from the LP residual, and 
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the alignment phase is the linear phase which best aligns these Fourier 
coefficients at (sub)frame boundaries. Fourier synthesis is applied to spectra in 
which the Fourier coefficients are placed at the harmonic frequencies derived 
from the interpolated fundamental (pitch) frequency. This synthesis is described 
by the formula 

x(t) = L m X t [m]e> mm 

where X,[m] is the m-\h Fourier coefficient (w-th harmonic) interpolated to time t. 
That is, at each end of a subframe, extract a pitch-pulse waveform (pitch-length 
portion of the residual) and apply the corresponding length DFT to obtain the 
harmonics X k [m] which are essentially quantized and encoded. The synthesis 
phase <Hf) is determined by the fundamental frequency ait) (reciprocal of the 
pitch) as 

#/) = *M) + oft) 

The fundamental frequency ait) could be calculated by linear interpolation of 
values encoded at the boundaries of the frame (or subframe). However, in 
preferred embodiment synthesis with the alignment-phase, <j> A , apply quadratic 
interpolation to co so that the fundamental phase fit) is equal to <f> A , k at the end of 
the k-th (sub)frame. The polynomial coefficients of the quadratic interpolation are 
calculated based on estimated fundamental frequency and alignment-phase at 
frame (subframe) boundaries. 

The fundamental phase fit) being equal to <f> A . k at a frame boundary, the 
synthesized speech is time-synchronized with the input speech provided that no 
errors are made in the <j> A estimation. The synchronization is strongest at frame 
boundaries and may be weaker within a frame. This is not a problem as 
switching between the parametric and waveform coders is restricted to frame 
boundaries. 

The sample-by-sample trajectory of the fundamental frequency co is 
calculated from interpolating the frame boundary values of the fundamental 
frequency and the alignment phase, co k and <p A . k , respectively, which are encoded 
in terms of quantized pitch and quantized alignment phase. If the co trajectory 
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includes large variations, an audible distortion may be perceived. It is therefore 
important to maintain a smooth evolution of co (within a frame and between 
frames). Within a frame, the most "smooth" trajectory of the fundamental 
frequency is obtained by linear interpolation of co. In order to match the 
quantized values co k . guanl , faxquam, m+i.quam, and <p A Mi.quan, at the subframe ends, the 
order of the interpolation polynomial for <p A must be at least three (cubic) which 
means a quadratic interpolation for co. 

Considering the Fourier coefficients, presume a frame partitioned into 
subframes, and define N k to be the closest integer to the pitch period defined at 
the end of subframe k\ thus N k varies through the frame when the pitch varies. 
Next, extract the LP residual, x k (n), in an interval of length N k centered at the end 
of subframe k using the corresponding (interpolated) LP coefficients; the variable 
n runs from 0 to N k -\ and for notational convenience x k (n) may be defined for 
other n by periodicity. Note that the interval of length N k can be shifted a few 
samples to avoid the pitch pulse appearing at the interval boundaries, and such a 
shift can be compensated later. Then apply an Appoint DFT to x k (n) to yield 

complex-valued harmonics X k [0], X k [l], X k [2] X k [N k -\]; so X k [0] is the dc 

component, X k [\] is the fundamental (pitch) frequency component, X k [2] is the 
second harmonic component, and so forth. Because x k (n) is real-valued, the 
harmonics have complex conjugate symmetry and only the first N k /1 harmonics 
are needed; these harmonics define the frequency-domain complex-valued 
waveform which will be encoded using vector quantization. 

Now if the pitch pulse of the residual x k (n) were a delta function pulse 
(presuming the amplitude is normalized by extracting a gain) and located 
somewhere in the interval of length N k , then \X k [m]\ = 1 for all m and the phase 
(modulo 2n) of X k [m] is a linear function of m with slope equal to the alignment 
phase <p A .k and this locates the pulse. In particular, for X k [m] = exp{j(m</> A . k )}: 
x k (n) = Z m X k [m] exp {j27unn/N k } 

exp{j(27rmn/N k + m<j) A . k )} 
exp \j{2nm{n -n k )/N k ) } 
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= d\n-n k ) 

with n k defined by n k = -fa^N/lx and thus n k locates the pulse. 

More generally, linear phase means X k [m] = \X k [m}\ exp{j(m<f> A , k )}, and 
because x k (n) is real-valued: 

x k (n) = Z m \X k [m]\ exp{j(2mnn/N k + m<f> A , k )} 
= Z m \X k [m]\ exp{j(2mn(n-n k )/N k )} 
= Zm \X k [m]\ cos(2mn(n-n k )/N k ) 
The pulse is thus located at « = n k {n k may be fractional) because all of the cos 
terms have a maximum there. And a parametric coder which encodes the 
harmonic magnitudes and the alignment phase will reconstruct this residual x k {n) 
exactly (within quantization error) and the resulting excitation will be 
synchronized with the excitation from a waveform coder. 

However, phase is typically non-linear and this reflects pulse shape and 
affects audio perception, so extend the foregoing to the general as follows. First, 
the general real-valued residual in the interval is: 
**(") = Zm X k [m] exp {j27imn/N k } 

= Zm \X k [m]\ exp{j(2mnn/N k + ^ k [m])} 
= Zm \X k [m]\ cos(2mnn/N k + <fa[m]) 
where <j> k [m\ is the (total) phase of the mth harmonic (i.e., X k [m] = \X k [m]\ 
exp{j<t> k [m}}) and is simply computed from cos(<f> k [m\) = Re{X k [m]} /\X k [m]\ and 
sinifaim]) = Im{X k [m]} / \X k [m]\. Next, find the pulse position (i.e., the alignment 
phase #u) and then subtract the corresponding linear phase (multiples of the 
alignment phase) from the total phase for each harmonic; this rotates the 
harmonics in the complex plane and essentially shifts the pulse to n=0. The 
remaining phase relates to pulse shape, and the zero-phase equalization filtering 
described below accounts for this pulse shape. 

Note that the alignment phase (pulse location) can be found in various 
ways: the simplest approach declares the location of the pulse to be at the peak 
value of the residual waveform (which has problems for asymmetric pulses) or at 
half the maximum of a self convolution (matched filtering). Alternatively, the 
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alignment phase could be found in the frequency domain by a search to 
maximize the real part of the sum of the rotated harmonics or by a linear 
regression of <p k [m] on m which minimizes I m -m<f> Aik f. Further approaches 
align the waveform with the (smoothed) aligned waveforms of prior subframes by 
cross-correlations to determine a relative alignment phase; that is, take as 
definition <j) A . k = <f> 0 .k- <t> a ,k where <f> a .k generates the linear phase which aligns x k {n) 
to the previously-aligned (smoothed) waveform x k .,(n,a) and </> 0 . k generates the 
linear phase which aligns the waveform created from only the magnitudes of the 
harmonics (I, \X k [i}\ exp{j2mn/N k }) to the previously-aligned (smoothed) 
waveform x k -i(n,a). The smoothing can just be a weighted average over prior 
aligned waveforms. The advantage of this decomposition of the alignment phase 
lies in the robustness of aligning similar shapes (the smoothed previously-aligned 
waveforms and the harmonic magnitude only waveforms) because alignment just 
searches for the best cross-correlation. 

In any case, find <f> A , k and then subtract from the corresponding linear 
phase from the total phase to yield the remaining (shape) phase: y/ k [m}= <p k [m] + 
mfa.k- The residual waveform may then be expressed as: 
x k (n) = S m \X k [m]\ exp{j(2mnn/N k + <f> k [m])} 

= Im exp{j(2rnn(n-n k )/N k + y/ k [m})} 

= lZ m X k 0 [m]exp{j{2mn{n^ k )/N k )} 
where X k °[m] = \X k [m]\ exp{jy/ k [m]} are the harmonics for the waveform after 
shifting by the alignment phase <f> A . k to put the pulse at n=0. That is, is the 
shift by the alignment phase of 

x° k (n) =Y, m X k 0 [m}exp{j2nmn/N k } 
which has the same pulse shape as x k (n) but with pulse located at n=0 ("zero 
phase"). Waveform shifting in the frequency domain is directly computed by 
Re{X k °[m]} =cos(<f> A . k )Re{X k [m]} - sin(fa. k ) Im {X k [m}} 
Im{X k °[m]} =sin(fa, k )Re{X k [m]} + cos(<f> A . k ) Im{X k [m]} . 
Now the parametric (MELP) coder encodes x k (n) by the harmonic 
magnitudes \X k [m]\ (quantized as a vector from a codebook) and quantized 
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alignment phase fax.quant, so decoding yields an excitation at subframe k end 
approximately equal to: 

u k {n) = I m \X k [m}\ exp{j{2nm{n-n k )/N k )} 
That is, the shape information has been discarded and u k (n) is a shift of the 
excitation u k °(n) which has a pulse at n=0: 

UkXn) = ! m \X k [m]\exp{j2mnn/N k } 
In contrast, decoding from a waveform (CELP) encoding yields an excitation 
approximating (by a quantized vector in a codebook) the original residual x k (n). 

To avoid artifacts arising from the discontinuity in excitation pulse shape 
due to switching between waveform encoded frames and parametric encoded 
frames, the zero-phase equalization method filters the speech prior to residual 
extraction to yield modified speech which has waveforms like u k (n) rather than 
x k (n). In effect, zero-phase equalization filtering rotates X k [m] to \X k [m]\ in the 
complex plane, which is the same as the mapping: X k [m] -> exp{-ji// k [m]} X k [m]. 
Note that the pulse u k \n) is sharper than the original pulse x k \n) because all of 
the harmonic coefficients are positive at n=0 for u k °(n), and the zero-phase 
equalization filtering sharpens the waveform pulses generally. 

The equalization filtering can be expressed as time-domain filtering with 
filter impulse response h k {n) by taking the inverse DFT: 

h(n) =I, m exp{-jy/ k [m)} exp{j2mnn/N k } 
Note that //*(()) is the center of the filter response, but periodicity defines h k (n) for 
negative n, so define h k {n) in a single interval of length N k centered n = 0 and 
extend to other n, if needed, by h k (n) = 0. Further, the exp{-ji// k [m]} factors can be 
simply found by using the aligned residual waveform x k °(n) as cos(y/ k [m]) = 
Re{X k °[m]}/\X k °[m]\ and sin(y/ k [m)) = -Im{X k °[m]} / \X k °[m]\. Lastly, the filter 
coefficients h k (n) can be linearly interpolated in the £ variable between (sub)frame 
ends to define a time domain filter h,{n) for all times. Thus the overall method has 
the following steps to compute the zero-phase equalization filter: 
(a) extract LP residual waveform in pitch-length interval and normalize (extract 
gain); if the frame is unvoiced so no pitch will be determined, then set the filter to 
a delta pulse and go to the next frame. 
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(b) apply pitch-length DFT to waveform to find harmonics. 

(c) find pitch pulse location in the waveform (alignment phase). 

(d) shift waveform to n = 0 (in frequency domain). 

(e) normalize harmonics of shifted waveform to find zero-phase equalization 
filter coefficients in frequency domain; this defines a normalized waveform with 
modified pulse shape. 

(f) shift normalized waveform back so modified pulse is in original pulse 
location. 

(g) IDFT conversion of equalization filter coefficients to time domain filter 
coefficients. 

(h) optionally, interpolate to define the equalization filter coefficients for times 
between the locations of the waveform extractions. 

Apply the time-domain equalization filter to input speech to yield modified 
speech, and encode the modified speech. Alternatively, apply the equalization 
filter to the residual during encoding of the input speech. 

6. Alignment phase coding preferred embodiments 

The preferred embodiment alignment phase quantization for a current 
strongly-voiced frame which immediately follows a prior strongly-voiced frame 
invokes feedback prediction from the quantized pitch values for the current frame 
and prior frame plus the prior frame quantized alignment phase value to limit the 
allowed range for encoding. In particular, the preferred embodiment methods 
include the following steps (a)-(e) (details after the listing of the steps): 

(a) compute an estimate (predictor) for the alignment phase at the end of the 
current frame as the quantized alignment phase at the end of the prior frame plus 
an adjustment computed from the encoded quantized pitch at the end of the prior 
frame and the encoded quantized pitch at the end of the current frame. 

(b) compute the alignment phase at the end of the current frame by extracting 
the residual waveform in a quantized pitch-length interval followed by aligning the 
waveform with the decoded quantized waveform of the prior frame end. 
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(c) quantize and encode (codebook) the difference between the computed 
alignment phase at the end of the current frame from step (b) and the predicted 
alignment phase from step (a); the quantization is a search over the codebook 
values for minimum error; the number of codebook values depends upon the 
number of bits allocated. 

(d) decode the encoded quantized difference from step (c) and add to the prior 
frame end quantized alignment phase to yield the current frame end quantized 
alignment phase. 

(e) shift the extracted waveform of step (b) using the quantized alignment 
phase from step (d); this shifted waveform will be the target for the next frame 
alignment phase. 

Note that the alignment-phase <f> A could be encoded for each frame directly 
with a uniform quantizer between -n and 71. However, the difference between the 
alignment phase and the estimated alignment phase likely can be encoded with a 
uniform quantizer in a smaller range, such as -n/4 to nIA which corresponds to a 
two-bit saving with respect to a full range quantizer (-n to n) with the same 
precision. 

In more detail, first consider how alignment phase depends upon location 
of the pitch-length interval; that is, how the alignment phases of the residual in 
two different pitch-length intervals differ. Initially presume a constant pitch period 
of integral length N 0 in a frame partitioned into subframes of length M. When a 
residual in a length N 0 interval centered at the end of subframe k has its pulse in 
common with the residual in a length N 0 interval centered at the end of subframe 
k+1, then the pulse locations are simply related by = n k -M. This translates 
into (p A Mi = <f>A.k -271M/N0 (mod 2n). Because the pitch period is constant, this 
relation extends to non-adjacent subframes: <f> Aik+ m = -2nrnM/N 0 (mod 2k), 
Note that this can be interpreted as <f> AM m = $am -mMcoo (mod 2n) where the 
fundamental frequency, co, is defined as the reciprocal of the pitch; so in this 
case: coq = 2tz/N 0 . Now if the pitch period changes and/or is fractional, then using 
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an average fundamental frequency gives a good approximation: <f> AMm z </> A .k - 
mM(co k+m + a)k)/2 {mod 2k) where co k+m ^2n/N k+m and co k = 2n/N k . 

Thus foregoing step (a) in a frame of K subframes, each of length M, is 
faxpred = fa.o.quon, - KM(co K , quanl + co 0 . q uanl)/2 {mod 2n) where fa.K.pred is the predicted 
(estimated) alignment phase at the end of the frame, fa.o.quam is the quantized and 
encoded alignment phase for the end of the prior frame (beginning of the current 
frame) and co 0 . quant and (o K . q uam are the (quantized) fundamental frequencies 
(reciprocals of the quantized and encoded pitches) at the beginning and end of 
the frame, respectively. The step (c) difference encoding may use 4 bits with a 
resolution of n/32 and a (search) range of -rc/4 to n/4; this compares to 6 bits 
encoding of the alignment phase over the full range -n to n without using 
difference from a predicted (estimated) value. 

Continuing with a frame of K subframes, each of length M, foregoing step 
(b) proceeds to extract the residual waveform, x K (n), in an interval of length 
N K .quant centered at the end of the subframe K (again, the interval may be offset a 
few samples to avoid a pulse at the interval boundaries). Then find the alignment 
phase (f>A,K by the previously-described method using the decomposition <p Aik = <t>o.k 
- <f> a , k where the shift of foregoing step (e) will be the part of the target for 
alignment to find <f> a .k- 

For a strongly-voiced frame which follows either a weakly-voiced or an 
unvoiced frame, preferred embodiments encode a second alignment phase for 
the beginning of the strongly-voiced frame. That is, encode an alignment phase 
for both the beginning and the end of an initial strongly-voiced frame. The 
alignment phase at the beginning of the frame is quantized and encoded (using a 
predictor of 0.0); whereas, the alignment phase at the end of the frame has the 
usual differential encoding using the quantized alignment phase at the beginning 
of the frame translated to the end of the frame as the predictor. The extra bits for 
the encoding the alignment phase at the beginning of the frame come from bit 
savings from other parameters. For example, the bandpass voicing bits may be 
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reduced from 3 to 1 . Indeed, the difference encoding of the alignment phase of 
step (c) saves bits in general, and these bits have been allocated to other 
parameters; then in the case of an initial strongly-voiced frame these bits are 
reallocated to the alignment phase. 

Such an encoding of the alignment phase at the beginning of an initial 
parametric-encoded (strongly-voiced) frame in addition to the usual encoding of 
the alignment phase at the end of the frame has advantages including lessening 
discontinuity artifacts because a prior weakly-voiced (waveform encoded) frame 
will have a (not encoded) alignment phase for its waveform at the end of the 
frame, and this alignment phase can be used in determining alignment phase for 
the beginning of the strongly-voiced frame. 

Two cases arise: a strongly-voiced frame may immediately follow a 
weakly-voiced frame or it may immediately follow an unvoiced frame. First 
consider the case of encoding a current strongly-voiced frame following a 
weakly-voiced frame; the preferred embodiment proceeds as: 

(a) translate the (not encoded) alignment phase for the end of the prior weakly- 
voiced frame, <f> AtW v, to the middle of the current frame using the pitch for the 
middle of the current frame for the translation; this provides an estimate for the 
alignment phase to be extracted in step (b); explicitly, <f> A .mid. P red = fa.wv + Ma) mid /2 
{mod2n) where co mid is the middle of the frame fundamental frequency (reciprocal 
of the pitch) and the frame has M samples. 

(b) extract the pitch-pulse waveform at the middle of the current frame and 
compute the alignment phase for the middle of the frame, <p A . mid , by one of the 
previously-described methods (e.g., best-fit linear phase) which may use the 
estimate ^ A , mi d. P red from step (a). 

(c) translate the alignment phase from step (b) to the beginning of the current 
frame using the pitch at the middle of the current frame for the translation: fa 0 = 
fa.mid - M (o mid /2 {mod 2k). 

(d) compare 4> A . 0 and <f> A , W v, and if there is little difference (less than four times 
the alignment phase quantization resolution), substitute ^.^as the alignment 
phase <p A . 0 for the beginning of the current frame. 
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(e) quantize and encode fa t0 from the precding step. 

(f) shift the waveform extracted in step (b) in the frequency domain by fa, mi d 
from step (b); the shifted waveform will be the alignment target for the waveform 
extracted for the end of current frame. 

(g) predict the alignment phase at the end of the current frame by fa.end.pred = 
</>A.mid -M(cQ mid + co e nd)/4 {mod 2k) where comid and cDend are the middle and end of 
the frame fundamental frequencies, respectively. 

(h) extract a pitch-pulse waveform at the end of the current frame and compute 
the alignment phase, fa, endl for this waveform using the fa, end . P red predictor from 
step (g). 

(i) using the quantized alignment phase fa& qmn t for the beginning of the frame 
from step (e), compute a decodable predictor for the alignment phase at the end 
of the current frame by fa, e nd.quam- P red = fa,o,quam -McD endtqua J2 {mod 2n) where 
o)end.quant is the quantized fundamental frequency at the end of the current frame; 
that is, (j>A.end.quant- P red is computed from quantities which are available at the 
decoder and thus can be used as the predictor for quantization and encoding. 

(j) quantize and encode the difference fa, end - fa. e nd. q uant- P red\ this is the encoding 
for the alignment phase for the end of the frame; that is, fa, end, quant ™ fa.end.quant-pred 
encoded difference. 

(k) shift the waveform extracted in step (h) in the frequency domain by fa ,end. quant 
from step (j); the shifted waveform will be the alignment target for the waveform 
extracted for the next frame. 

(I) lastly, set the quantized pitch for the beginning of the current frame (end of 
prior frame) to be consistent with the quantized alignment phases for the 
beginning and end of the current frame from steps (e) and Q) and the quantized 
pitch for the end of the current frame from step (i). 

For encoding a strongly-voiced frame immediately following an unvoiced 
frame, modify the foregoing steps (a)-(l) because the unvoiced frame has a 
stochastic waveform encoded and no pitch or alignment phase at frame end. In 
particular, omit step (a); use a predictor of 0.0 in step (b); and omit step (d). 
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7. Zero-phase equalization filter preferred embodiments 

In a frame for which the CELP coder is chosen, equalized speech is used 
as the target for generating synthesized speech. Equalization filter coefficients 
are derived from pitch-length segments of the LP residual. The pitch values vary 
from about 2.5 ms to over 16 ms (i.e., 18 to 132 samples). The pitch-length 
waveforms are aligned in the frequency domain and smoothed over time. The 
smoothed pitch-waveforms are circularly shifted so that the waveform energy 
maxima are in the middle. The filter coefficients are generated by extending the 
pitch-waveforms with zeros so that the middle of the waveform corresponds to 
the middle filter coefficient. The number of added zeros is such that the length of 
the equalization filter is equal to maximum pitch-length. With this approach, no 
delay is observed between the original and zero-phase-equalized signal. The 
filter coefficients are calculated once per 20 ms (160 samples) frame and 
interpolated for each 2.5 ms (20 samples) subframe. For unvoiced frames, the 
filter coefficients are set to an impulse so that the filtering has no effect in 
unvoiced regions (except for the unvoiced frame for which the filter is interpolated 
from non-impulse coefficients). The filter coefficients are normalized; that is, the 
gain of the filter is set to one. 

Generally, the zero-phase equalized speech has a property of being more 
"peaky" than the original. For the voiced part of speech encoded with a 
codebook containing fixed number of pulses (e.g. algebraic codebook), the 
reconstructed-signal SNR was observed to increase when the zero-phase 
equalization was used. Thus the preferred embodiment zero-phase equalization 
could be useful as a preprocessing tool to enhance performance of some CELP- 
based coders. 

An alternative preferred embodiment applies the zero-phase equalization 
directly on speech rather than on the LP residual. 

The foregoing zero-phase equalization filter has ambiguous behavior from 
harmonics which fall into unvoiced frequency bands because such harmonics 
typically have small magnitudes and thus the cos(y/ k [m]) and sin(y/ k [m\) are ratios 
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of small numbers. Therefore the preferred embodiment methods proceed as 
follows: first, bandpass filter the input speech into frequency bands, such as the 
five bands 0-500 Hz, 500-1000 Hz, 1000-2000 Hz, 2000-3000 Hz, and 3000- 
4000 Hz; next, assess the voicing level (strength of periodicity) for each band of 
the speech (such as by correlation magnitudes); and then classify the bands as 
voiced or unvoiced. This decomposition into bands of speech may be used in 
formation of the excitation (i.e., MELP), such as each band provides a 
component for the excitation with unvoiced bands only providing noise (in the 
band), whereas voiced bands have both pitch and noise contributions. 

More explicitly, evaluate the bandpass voicing levels using a 264-sample 
interval covering the 160-sample frame plus 40 samples from the look-ahead 
frame and 64 samples from the prior frame. After filtering into the five frequency 
bands, partition the 264 filtered samples in each band into six 44-sample 
subintervals. That is, there are 30 44-sample signals, sG,k](n k ), where j = 0, 1, 
4 denotes the frequency band, k = 1, 2, 6 denotes the subinterval, and the 
sample variable n k = 0, 1 , 43 within the kth subinterval; s[j,k](n k ) for negative 
values of the variable extends into the jth band of preceding subintervals. Next, 
compute the sum over subintervals of frequency band cross-correlations to 
define the bandpass voicing levels for the frame: 

bpvcO] = Ii<k<6 {£ 0 <ns43 sD,k](n k ) s[j,k](n k -p k ) / S 0 < n <43 sO,k](n k ) 2 } 
where p k is the pitch period for the end of the kth subinterval and s[j,k](n k - p k ) is 
an interpolated value if p k is fractional. 

The preferred embodiment zero-phase equalization filter and method 
adjusts the filter coefficients to reflect the bandpass voicing level of the band into 
which a harmonic falls. In particular, when the frequency of 8000m/N k Hz lies in a 
band with voicing level greater than a threshold such as 0.85, then the term 
exp{ji// k [m]} exp{j27tmn/N k } is included in the inverse DFT sum defining h k {n)\ 
whereas, when 8000m/N k Hz lies in a band with voicing level not greater than the 
threshold, then the term exp{ji// k [m]} exp{j27tmn/N k } is replaced by the term 
exp{J2mnn/N k } in the inverse DFT sum. That is, the shape phase y/ k [m] is ignored 
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(set equal to 0). Thus the preferred embodiment zero-phase equalization filter 
impulse response is: 

h{n) =Y.meihreshoidexp{ r jy/ k {m\} exp{j27imn/N k } 
+ Hmeihreshoid exp{j2nmn/N k } 
The y/ k [m] are found as previously described. (Note that if all of the bands are 
unvoiced, then the filter is the IDFT of all harmonics equal to 1 .0 which is a delta 
pulse at n=0.) In summary, the preferred embodiment zero-phase equalization 
filter construction includes the following steps: 

(a) apply bandpass filtering to input frame of speech and determine bandpass 
voicing level (bpvc[j]) for each frequency band j in the frame; declare the jth 
frequency band as voiced if bpvc[j] exceeds the threshold and unvoiced 
otherwise. 

(b) if the frame is unvoiced, then set the zero-phase equalization filter to a delta 
pulse and go to the next frame; else extract pitch-pulse waveform(s) at the 
(sub)frame end and normalize (factor out gain). 

(c) apply DFT to pitch-pulse waveform to find harmonics. 

(d) shift the waveform (applying linear alignment phase m<f> A to mth harmonic in 
the frequency domain) so pulse is at n=0. 

(e) replace each aligned harmonic from step (d) which either lies in an unvoiced 
frequency band or equals 0.0 with 1 .0 (real part equal 1 .0 and imaginary part 
equal 0.0), and normalize (divide by its magnitude) each non-zero aligned 
harmonic from step (d) which lies in an voiced frequency band (the 1 .0 
replacement harmonics are automatically normalized); these normalized aligned 
harmonics define a normalized waveform which has a pulse somewhat like that 
of the original waveform and located about n=0. 

(f) shift the normalized waveform from step (e) to restore the pulse location by 
applying linear phase -m<p A p/N to mth normalized harmonic in frequency domain; 
the p/N factor compensates for non-integer pitch; this is the frequency domain 
version of the zero-phase equalization filter. 

(g) apply inverse DFT to the shifted normalized waveform from step (f) to 
convert frequency domain filter coefficients to time domain filter coefficients. 
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(h) optionally, interpolate to define the filter coefficients for times between the 
locations of the step (b). 

This preferred embodiment equalization filter has the advantages 
including better matching of the modified speech waveform pulse shape to the 
pulse shape synthesized by parametric coding. 

An alternative replaces harmonics with \X k [m]\ < 0.85 by X k [m] = 1.0. 

8. Decoding with alignment phase 

The decoding using alignment phase can be summarized as follows (with 
the quantizations by the codebooks ignored for clarity). For time t between the 
ends of subframes k and k+1 (that is, time / is in subframe k+1), the synthesized 
periodic part of the excitation if the phase were coded would be a sum over 
harmonics: 

u{t) = ZX ! [m]e /m< * t) 

with X t [m] the mth Fourier coefficient (harmonic) interpolated for time / from X k [m] 
and X k+! [m] where X k [m] is the mth Fourier coefficient of pitch-pulse waveform 
and X k+l [m] is the m-th Fourier coefficient of pitch-pulse waveform x k+J and #/) is 
the fundamental phase interpolated for time t from <f> k and <f> k+I where fa is the 
fundamental phase derived from x k (i.e., fa[\]) and fa +i is the fundamental phase 
derived from 

However, for the preferred embodiments which encode only the 
magnitudes of the harmonics, only \X t [m]\ is available and is interpolated for time 
t from \X k [m]\ and which derive from u{0,k) and «(#,£+/), respectively. In 

this case the synthesized periodic portion of the excitation would be: 

x{t) = lL\X t [m\\exp{jm(j> A (t)} 
where <j> A {t) is the alignment phase interpolated for time / from alignment phases 
<j> A .k and <f>AMh 

9. Modifications 

The preferred embodiments can be modified in various ways while 
retaining one or more of the features of mid-frame LSF interpolation coefficients 
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from allocated bits, ordered algebraic codebook indexing, second alignment 
phase of initial frame on switch, and/or zero-phase equalization with 

For example, varying numerical parameters such as frame size, subframe 
number, order of the LP filter, encoded filter coefficient form (LSF) subset 
partitioning for interpolation sets, error minimization functions and weightings, 
codebook sizes, and so forth. 
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